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Jerom, A,D, 392. And so prevalent was the doctrine, that in
the Gothic Missals, it was customary to insert a clause in the
prayers for the dead, ut partem hdberent in resurrectione prinn^

that they might partake of the first resurrection" See Mede\v
Works, p. 841.

III. It was also the primitive doctrine of the Church of Eng-
land^ at the commencement of the Reformation ; as may ap-
pear from the following extract from King Edward VI. Cate-
chism., in 1553 *.

" Master. The end of the world Holi Scripture caileth the
fiiliyllynge and parformance of the kyngdome and mystery of
CHRIST, and the renewing of all things; for, (sayth the Apostle
Peter, in his second Epistle, the third chapter,) 6 We lokefor a
new heaven and a new earthy according to the promise of GOD,
wherein dwelleth ryghteousnesse? And it seemetli reason, that
corruption, unstedfaste change and synne, whereunto the whole
world is subject, should, at length, have an end. Now hi what
way, and what fashion circumstances, these things shal come to
passe, I would fayne hear thee tell.

" Scholer. I will tell you as well as I can, accordynge to
the wytnesse of the same Apostle. ( The heavens shall passe
away like a storm : the elements shall melt aicaye: the earthe
and all the workes therein shal bee consumed wyth fire:* as
though he should say, c as gould is wont to be fined, so shal the
whole world be purified with fire] and be brought to his full
perfection. The lesser world, which is man, foliowynge the
same, shal lykewyse be delyvered from corruption and chaunge.
And so for man, this greater woiide, which for Iiys sake was
first created, shal at length be renewed,, and be clad wyth ano-
ther hew, much more pleasaunte and beautiful"

This is an able explanation of the Apostle's figurative lan-
guage 011 this occasion, in conformity with his speech to the
Jews, of the continuance of CHRIST in heaven, a until the times
of the restitution of all things, of which GOD spake by the mouth
of all Ms holy Prophets, from the beginning of the world," Acts
iii. 21, or his second advent. From which the Catechism pro-

* This most excellent Catechism, the last work of the first Reformers, Cranmer, Rid-
ley, &c. at the close of his reigns was published both in English and Latin, in the same
year, 1553, by the King's authority. The English is. republished in the Enchiridion
Theologlcum, by Dr. Randolph, 5 vols. duodecimo, 1792, Oxford* and is the first Tiact
in that useful collection.